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Krajcik, J. & Blumenfeld, P. (2006). Project-based Learning: The Cambridge Handbook of the Learning Sciences.
[bookmark: _GoBack]This article explores ways of improving the understanding and motivation of students in the classroom by engaging the students more and restructuring the classroom. This article puts forth project-based learning as a solution to this issue as it enables students to learn by coming up with ideas, discussing them, challenging them and applying them to investigate particular questions. Project-based learning engages students in real and meaningful problems that professionals deal with in the real world. It is probing in nature and seeks to promote a problem- solving attitude in students other than the traditional passive culture characterized by superficial cramming and memorizing of lecture notes. According to the article, project-based learning must have a driving question, which is a problem to be solved. The driving question must be explored in authentic and situated inquiry, ideas from students, teachers, and students collaborated to find solutions to the driving question, learning technologies used to aid the exploration of the driving question and artifacts created to represent the ideas learnt. This article maintains that project learning development is a woven from learning science theory which is made up of four main ideas which include active construction, situated learning, social interactions, and cognitive tools. Project-based learning is more successful when teachers are supported through explicit strategies that contain highly specified materials for guidance. Researchers have been working with middle schools and high school teachers to develop classroom instructions that engage students more in the exploration of phenomena, discussion, and challenging of ideas while learning. As this article puts it, the results of the project based learning design from the 26 schools which used it showed that the students experienced significant learning gains and performed better. This article relates to my research interest as it provides instructors with more ways of engaging students in the exploration of phenomena, prompting them to think more deeply and actively about it and develop ideas, a skill that is very important in art education.

